
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 Another meeting with an amazing turnout- wow!  At least sixty-five showed up, and I don’t have a clue 
what went on.  But thanks to Mike M for recording the meeting, this is what sounds like happened based on the 
recording.  Please pardon any errors, and feel free to send corrections. 
 Since yours truly was not there to take attendance, thanks to all who signed in for the membership draw. 
 We had medals produced for our 75th Anniversary by the Moonlight Mint in Colorado.  Merle went out 
there and got to strike more medals over various coins- mostly Morgan and Peace dollars and one over an 
Austrian gold piece!  It is fun being able to see the undertype image on all the medals he struck.  There were 
also a few intentional errors struck. 

 The topic for May: “MY FAVORITE NUMISMATIC HALF”.  It could be a half cent, half dollar, half 

guinea, or whatever you decide.  Bring it in, talk about it, and get four free raffle tickets.  And we will have the 
projector up and running- so you can send photos of your item ahead of time to 
newsletter@redwoodempirecoinclub.com and we will be able to show the entire club your item. 
 

Your Current Coin Collection, and How Can the Club Help You Attain Your Goal 
• Phil A started the topic off with his collecting search.  He collects 

Chinese Panda coins and is looking for the first four years they 
were minted: 1983, 1984, 1985, and 1987.  They are rare from 
those years and difficult to find.  The presidential coins set in 2015 
featuring Truman, Eisenhauer, Kennedy, and Johnson came out in 
reverse proof.  He didn’t know they came out in reverse proof and 
is looking for those along with Reagan (2016) and George H.W. 
Bush from 2020. Finally, he is looking for a few Canadian cent 
varieties. 

• Ember S collects Lincoln cents and Jefferson nickels.  But she is also 
putting together a topical collection in honor of another club she is in.  
Looking for a 1993 twenty Lira coin that features Circe, goddess of Spring, 
and some ~1973 world coins with the topic of growing food.  A tiny 
Bahamas coin from then features lettuce and the motto “Grow More Food”.  
I couldn’t find that, but here is one from Seychelles featuring a cabbage.  
This stems from a push for countries to become self-reliant for food needs. 

• Dale C finished up his type set this year, getting nine coins for it at the 
show.  The last two were seated liberty dollar coins- one purchased from Erik 
S and one from Witter Coin.  Now he has to find something else to start 
collecting! 

• David A is also collecting type coins and has a gold page for his set- still 
needing three holes to be filled. He also collects Kennedy halves and is waiting 
for the 2023 silver half to come down in price- he is not sure why they initially 
skyrocketed (other than the price of silver going up). Finally, he is after Franklin 
halves in MS 62, which have also gone way up in price. 
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• Dave G started collecting Lincoln cents around age 8.  He dug into his collection and saw some Indian Head 
cents and is starting to collect them.  He had fifteen already, of fifty-four in the set.  Wants to switch to a Dansco 
album so both sides of the coin could be seen. 

• Melissa E started collecting a year ago along with her son Brandon.  He had a book for Mercury dimes, so she 
started collecting them.  She had a few at home and bought a few more at the show.  She also liked the talk on 
So-Called Dollars and will consider branching out and collecting them. 

• Rich W got interested in gold 
dollars thanks to Erik S.  He has 
been looking for the first six and 
is down to only needing the 
1849 gold dollar, closed wreath- 
looking for it for a year!  If you 
have one or see one that is 
encapsulated by PCGS, let him 
know.  On an unrelated topic, a 
February Journal article talked 
about a statue in Rome 
commissioned by Emperor 
Constantine of himself, in 312 
AD. Nine giant marble parts 
remain of the original, and the 
full sculpture was recreated with 3-D modeling technology.  
Rome wasn’t built in a day, neither was the statue.  That is one 
huge statue.  I will stick to collecting coins- and it is easy to get 
one of Constantine. 

• Merle is collecting So-Called Dollars- historical 
medals from fairs and shows in the US, and related 
US coins and medals.  The 1892-1893 Columbian 
Expo produced a lot of medals right then and there 
on the floor of the Mechanics Building.  They cost 
50¢, and for $1 you could get one in gold (plated).  
The 1915 Panama Pacific Expo coins were all made 
at the mint.  The half dollars sold for $1; the gold 
dollars sold for $2 or $2.25; the $2.50 gold quarter 
eagle sold for $4; and the $50 gold pieces (either 
round or octagonal) sold for $100.  I verified these 
sale prices with three different sources, though Merle 
said the 50¢ and $1 gold sold at the fair for face 
value- will need to check which is correct). A full set 
of the coins cost $200. 1200 sets were made, and 
1200 were sold, even though $200 was a lot of 
money back then.  There were many pieces among 
the historical medals Merle collects with a low 
mintage, even as low as one-five pieces made.  
Merle has a good collection of these so-called dollars and has ten boxes of them (slabbed). A Board of Lady 
Managers at the Columbian Expo produced the Isabella quarter (to raise funds for the fair).  The Lafayette dollar 
was produced for the 1900 Paris Exposition.  Both the Isabella quarter and Lafayette dollar are included in 
commemorative half dollar sets- we don’t know why.  The most recent of the so-called dollars in Merle’s 
collection are from the 1962 Seattle World’s Fair, like the one featuring the monorail in high relief.  From Santa 



Rosa on September 8-10, 1897, was a Native Sons of the Golden West medal; from April 1906 was a San 
Francisco medal commemorating the earthquake and fire, as well as a Cliff House medal commemorating the 
earthquake.  The Declaration of Independence medal from the 
1876 US Centennial expo had a reproduction of John Trumbull’s 
famous painting of the signing of the Declaration of Independence 
as also seen on a $2 bill- 
you could see the faces 
of all the signers!  And 
there were many more in 
his boxes to look at 
during the break at the 
meeting.   

  

In Memorium: the club was informed that Art Maybrun, #943, LM-103, passed away on March 29. He was 
a great guy, George C’s friend for sixty years! We will miss him. 

Zoom in for the meeting in May!  If you cannot attend in person but want to see what is going on, here is a 
link to join the meeting: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89973465106?pwd=RHVEdW0veFZ2UVE2ZU1iNXQrQmRtUT09 
Meeting ID: 899 7346 5106  Passcode: 052024 
 
One tap mobile:  +16699009128,,89973465106#,,,,*052024# US (San Jose) 
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Visit Witter Coin of Santa Rosa today! 
      2490 W. 3rd St., Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
 
Redwood Empire Coin Club Discount- 25% OFF* 
     *Not on Gold or Bullion purchases 
     *Maximum discount value of $100 
 
We buy collections large and small. 
Call the team today!  707-544-1621 
 

1917 25¢ Standing Liberty Quarter 
Type I CACG/CAC MS66FH $2,950 

1884 $1 Morgan Dollar 
CACG MS67 $6,800 

1911-S $20 St. Gaudens Double Eagle 
PCGS/CACMS65+ $13,000 

2490 W. 3rd St., Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
2299 Lombard St., San Francisco, CA 94123 
Wittercoin.com      sales@wittercoin.com 



 

 
  

DRAWING WINNERS 
Membership:  Bill S Jr., Chris H, Brandon E, Glenn M, Paul C, and Richard S. 
50:50 pot of $58 was split with Joel M- WHOO HOOOOOO! 
Raffle: Bill S Jr (twice), Dave O (three times!), Barbara D, Shawn H (twice), Bensi F, Joel M, Sally P, George C 
April Attendance:  65+ 
New Members: two were listed: Mike O’T, and Hans P.  Membership numbers and further info is pending. 
Guests: yes, there were some 
Auction: some exciting items. 
Adjournment was at 9:00 p.m. sharp! 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Check out our newsletter at: Redwoodempirecoinclub.com  

Thanks for reading. Corrections? Additions? Questions? E-mail us at: newsletter@Redwoodempirecoinclub.com. 
See you at the Vets Building “Dinner Room” May 8, 2024— Charlie  
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 The Redwood Empire Coin Club meets on the second Wednesday of each month.  The 
Club’s meeting location is the Veterans Memorial Building, 1351 Maple Avenue, Santa Rosa 
(opposite the County Fairgrounds across from Highway 12), in the “Dinner Room” on the east side 
of the building, at 7:00 p.m. sharp. 

UPCOMING SHOWS AND EVENTS 
 
 
May 3-4, 2024.  San Joaquin Valley Coin Show.  Elks Lodge #1282, 645 Charity Way, Modesto, CA  
 
June 28-29, 2024.  East Bay Concord Show.  Concord Plaza Hotel, 45 John Glenn Dr., Concord 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 


